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On Milwaukee’s East Side, the late 1960s and early 1970s 

saw growth of  two major institutions 



On May 23, 1968 the Milwaukee Journal reports resident 
opposition to UWM expansion 

  Residents opposed plans to acquire additional acreage without a 

“definite program statement” as justification. 

  Original plans included expansion west to the Milwaukee River and 

south to Linnwood Ave. 

  The Journal acknowledged that UWM “may use the power of 

condemnation to acquire land which it cannot purchase.” 



In September 1972, St. Mary’s Hospital announces plans to build 

a $20 million Northpoint Health Complex 



To the dismay of area residents, St. Mary’s original expansion 

plans included: 

 Partial closure of Lake Dr 

 Extension to the north as far as Bradford Ave 

 Development of a commercial area south of North Ave 

The controversial nature of the plan is evidenced by the 

letters-to-the-editor published by the Milwaukee Journal & 

the Milwaukee Sentinel in the fall of 1973…. 



William W. Peter, then Vice President of the Frank Lloyd 

Wright Foundation at Taliesin West, wrote to the Milwaukee 

Sentinel.  

His concerns focused on the Wright designed, Frederick C. 

Bogk House located at 2420 N Terrace Ave. 



William W. Peter wrote in September of 1973: 

 The Wright home “is certainly affected seriously and     adversely by 

the already accomplished construction and by that still projected.”  

 In addition, he expressed his “concern and dismay at the detrimental 

effects on the neighborhood and the immediate environment by the 

recently completed…facilities and other projected additions to St. 

Mary’s Hospital” 



Warren Deshotels, a founding member of Water Tower Landmark 

Trust, wrote to the Milwaukee Journal: 

“Residents feel that the people should determine the character of any 

area, and that no institution or developer should be able to change that 

character without the acquiescence of those who live there. They 

further feel that the city has failed to protect citizens adequately in this 

respect” 
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